INCREDIBLE OBTUSENESS

of a maiden with the invigorating pleasure of
witnessing a well-contested rat-fight?"

"Your insight is clear and unbiased," said the
gracious Sovereign. " But however entrancing it is
to wander unchecked through a garden of bright
images, are we not enticing your mind from
another subject of almost equal importance?"

" There is yet another detail, it is true," admitted
tlie sage, "but regarding its comparative im-
portance a thoroughly loyal subject may be
permitted to amend the remark of a certain
wise Emperor of a former dynasty: * Any person
in the City can discover a score of gold mines
'if necessary, but One only could possibly have
written "Concerning Spring."'"

"The arts may indeed be regarded as lost,"
acquiesced the magnanimous Head, "with the
exception of a solitary meteor here and there.
Yet in the trivial matter of mere earthly

enrichment-----?"

. "-Truly," agreed the other. "There is, then, a
whisper in the province that the floor of the
Imperial treasury is almost visible."

"The rumour, as usual, exaggerates the facts
grossly," ^replied the Greatest. "The floor of
the Imperial treasury is quite visible."

"Yet on the first day of the next moon the
not inconsiderable revenue contributed by those
who present themselves for the examination will
flow in."

"And by an effete and unworthy custom
almost immediately flow out again to reward
the efforts of the successful," replied the Wearer
of the Yellow in an accent of refined bitterness,
"On other occasions it is possible to assist the
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